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. Evaluation of trematode prevalence: Cyst observation versus PCR. Two methods were compared to evaluate the prevalence of the trematode in G. zaddachi. At first, PCRs were performed using primers specific to Digenea (GA1/L5, Petkevičiūtė et al. 2004 ; Table S1 ), on DNA extracted from the full bodies of 115 animals in order to detect the presence of such parasite in each animal. PCR-negative samples were screened on a minimum of three occasions. Presence of DNA in these extracts was checked using the primers Ef/Er, which are widely used to amplify amphipods 18S rDNA (Englisch et al. 2003) . In the absence of amplification using these primers, we considered that DNA quality and/or DNA concentration was not good enough to to look for the presence of trematodes by PCR. PCR conditions for GA1/L5 and Ef/Er primers are those described in Petkeviciute et al. (2004) and Slothouber Galbreath et al. (2010) respectively. No amplification was obtained from negative controls (deionized water). Additionally, visible presence of cysts was also recorded for each animal. Concordance between the presence of cysts and PCR results was then evaluated. Generally, the two methods agreed, with 84.2% of the animals that had one or more visible cysts (n = 57) being PCR-positive and only one animal with no visible cysts (n = 58) being PCR-positive. All the animals which were PCR-negative, but visibly infected, had only one cyst. It was concluded that in these cases, either the parasite had died, or the parasite/host DNA ratio was too weak to detect presence of the trematode by PCR. Presence of visible cysts was deemed the more reliable criteria to evaluate trematode infections in G. zaddachi and was used for subsequent experiments. 
